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"Over the last fifty years India has spent Rs. 80,000 crores on the irrigation sector
alone. Yet there are more drought-prone areas and more flood-prone areas today

than there were in 1947"
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TR, "On one side, we carry out irrigation and put
more and more water for fresh areas, while on the other
side land goes out of cultivation due to water logging...it
is bad engineering if you cannot hold what you have

already got in the process of acquiring more..."
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"Too many people had made too
large a sacrifice for what was, in the
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that we are suffering from what we may call the disease
of gigantism...we want to show that we can build big
dams and do big things. This is a dangerous outlook

developing in India..."
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"..we can meet our problems much more efficiently by
taking up a large number of small schemes.... The small
irrigation projects, the small industries and the small
plants for electric power will change the face of the
country, far more than a dozen big projects.... I merely
wish...to replace the balance in our thinking which has

shifted too much towards gigantic schemes." 8IS
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